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ROGERS, Mr Dan, Solicitor, Gaxton Legal Centre

AGTING CHAIR: Good afternoon to Dan Rogers from the Caxton Legal Centre. Thank you very
much for coming to speak to us. Would you care to mãke some comments to your submission and then we
may ask you some questions?

Mr Rogers: Just briefly to put my submission and further comments ínto context, I understand that
Caxton produ-ced a short subinission añd I am keen to elaborate on some of the points raised in that.

ACTING CHAIR: A short submission and a long book.

Mr Rogers: lt is a long book and I had significant involvement in writing that long book. lt was a
painful process, but I do commend it to you.

ACTING GHAIR: I use it allthe time actually i
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DEPUTY GHAIR: Thank you, Mr Rogers. Questions, members? Member for Kawana?

Mr BLEIJIE: Just continuing the theme I was on earlier about this juvenile pat-down, which I have
been on about all day, is it more tñe fact that these days, as opposed to when you were growing up and I

was growing up-
DEPUTY CHAIR: Which were two different times!
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I am concerned that, by broadening these powers, the already existing fear that is displayed-to me
by clients is only going to inciease and will worsen the relationship between youth and police. As for the
súggestion that- curreñtly youth do not respect police, it is just not my experience that they have that
disiespect. They are actually quite fearful of them in most of the cases that I deal with.

Mr BLEIJIE: I make the point that I think fear is different to respect.
Mr Rogers: I accept that. Perhaps they do not respect police because of the negative interactions

they experíence. Those negative interaôtions will only increase if this provision is passed. I think it is more
impbrtaht to develop better-relationships between pótice and youth. iertainly allowing police to grab hold
of them and search them is not going to achieve that end.

Mrs ATTWOOD: Just following up on the last question in relation to how young people view police
these days, what do you think has ocõurred over the last generation in relation to changíng young people's
attitudes towards police?

Mr Rogers: My principal, Mr O'Gorman, made me read the Fitzgerald report on my first day as his
articled clerk. lt was-qirite c.oncerning to read of the of police mispractice that wqs occuning 1n lhe
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teractions with younger persons, the key issues
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DEPUTY CHAIR: You are not suggesting that by this provision potentially being passed our Police

Service will head back towards the days of pre Fitzgerald?

facilitated
examples
set up out
That sort
consequence of this power. There is a really broad
directly deal with the issue of under-age drinking.

Mr BLEIJIE: I was not going to ask, but you have spurred the question on. Let us use the under-age
s one or two children who were going to bring alcohol

those other
ce?', I think

,TS,î,i?ilåìT

ut of the situation?

nce.
Mr BLEIJIE: I have three children and I would rather them not have alcohol at a school disco, and if

we can prevent that then I guess that is where I am coming from. But I take your view.

DEPUTY CHAIR: Thank you, Mr Rogers, for coming. Thank you for your testimony today.

Mr Rogers: You're welcome. Thank you.
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